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WITCH PANIC
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“The past is a foreign
country; they do things
differently there”

BrimisH moveLst LLP. HawrLey

Decades before the Salem, Massachuseus witcheraft
hysteria, eleven people were hanged as witches in the
Connecticut Colony. Individuals accused of witcheraft
were brought to trial, most of them held at the
Particular Court in Hartford. Ministers considered
experts on witcherafi
and demonic possession
advised the court and
g gathered testimony and
evidence for the
prosecution.

Accused women - and
a few men — had the
opportunity to defend
themselves against the
charges in court, Ajury e
determined their guill —
and some cases their
innocence,

No one knows where the people executed for
witcheraft were buried. They almost certainly would
not have been interred in the Ancient Burving Ground,
the primary graveyard in Hartford in the 1600s,
Fourteen men who played a part in the Connecticut
witcheraft wials, or had some connection o them,
do lie in the Ancient Burving Ground.

Learn more

about the diverse, complex history of the
residents of early Hartford on our websites
and follow us on social media.

Ei ] @ wid

Donations

The ABGA relies on individual generosity (o

help fund the upkeep of the burving ground.

Your contributions support kindscape maintenance,
gravestone conservation and grounds preservation.
Your gift at any level will help! For information
ahout donating to the ABGA, visit

Generally open from 8:30am to 5:00pm
except for major bolidays,
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Andrew Benton (1620-1683)

Andrew Benton purchased the propenty of hushand-and-
wile Rebecca and Nathaniel Greensmith five vears afler
they were hanged for witcheralt in 1663, Following the
death of his wife in 1672, he
mearred Ann Cole, who a
decade earier accused
Rebecca Greensmith and
| others of witcheraft. Ann

! lived with Andrew in the
| Greensmith’s former house
| until his death, She con-
tinued to live theve ontil her
own death in 1686,

Thomas Bull
(1605-1684)
In 1662, Thomas Bull served
o 4 committee of inguest to
determine il Goodwile Judith
Avres and Goodwile Margery
Whaples had bewitched
cight-vear-old Elizabeth Kelly
ey dleath. Upon being
touched by Goody Ayres, a
red spot appeared on the
cheek of Elizabeth Kelly's corpse, This was considercsd
unnatural, and some suspected her death was cansed by
witchcrali. Subseaquently, an autopsy was pedormed on
her corpse. The physician conducting the autopsy misinter
preted nomial decomposition as preternatural (hevond
what is normal or natural} which was presumed as evidence
ol witcheraf. Goody Avres was charged with wilchcral, and
she and her husband were jailed. Friends broke them out,
andl they ed o the salety of Rhode Island.

Thomas Bull also served as a jueor in te witcherall case
of Katherine Harvison of Wethersfield on May 25, 1669. The

David Gardiner (1636-1689)
Dawid Gardiner was the son of
Lion Gardiner; Lion was known
for commanding the Saybrook
fort during the Pequol War 1636-
37. Dawidl was the brother of
Elizabeth {Gardiner) Howell, a
sisteen-vear-old new mother, who
accused Elizabeth Garlick of East
Hampton, Long Island of bewitch-
ing her. Afier her death, Elizabeth
Garlick was brought to Hartford
for trial. Although the testimony
was compelling, she was not
found guiliy and refurned 1o Long
Island with the warning to behave
properly. Some historians have
seen the testimony [rom this 1rial
later influencing little Elizabeth
Kelley's vicious accusations against Goody Ayres.

Jonathan Gilbert (1618-1682)

As marshal in Hartlord, Jonathan Gilbert carried out the
hangings of convicted witches Mary Sanford (1662),
Rebecca and Nathaniel Greensmith, and Mary Barnes in
1663. Rebecca Greensmith had confessed in court to
wilcheralt and implicated her hushand. Another alleged
witch, Tudith Varlet, jailed but never tried, detested Gil-
bert, threatening that, “if it Ly in her power, she would
do him mischief or what hurt she could. ...”

Governor John Haynes
(1594-1654)

Connecticnt Colony Governor John Haynes served as a
magistrate in the witcherall trials of John and Joanne
Carringion in 1630, The couple were convicled and
hanged in 1651,

Revereml
eph Haynes
1- 16?9)

Rmarend Joseph Haynes
the son of Connecticut
Colony Governor John
Havnes, was pastor of
the First Congregational
Church in Wethersfield,
He was a member of a
prosecutorial tribunal of
minisiers established in
1662 led by the Rever-
end Samuel Stone 1o
investigate charges of
witcheraft. Reverend
Haynes recorded the
ravings of Ann Cole while allegedly possessed by a
demon, during which Cole accused many people of
witcheraft, including Rebecea Greensmith,

Greensmith was already in jail on suspicion of
witcheraft, While awaiting trial she made a confession
that was written down by Reveread Haynes and Reverend

John Whiting, When at her (rial Greensmith denied

having confessed, Reverend Haynes read to the court his
record of her previous admission, Greensmith then
admitted having had “Familiarity with the Devil,” and
namexd other people including her hushand as witches.
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jury Eailed 1o reach a verdictand Katherine was retried kuer
that vear.




Reverend Thomas Hooker
(1586-1647)

Reverend Thomis Hooker was the first pasior
{1636- 16471 of the First Church of Hanford. Hooker

had prroeviowus experience dealing with the pretemainn.

In 1618, whilie still in England, e was invited |y

Mrs. Joan Drake's hushand 1o help relieve bis wife

of “Satan’s windings and mmings.” He sucoessilly
conducted a “spinitwal cure” of Mrs. Drake and ke
her howse in 1621, Later he was chosen moderaor

af the Massachusetts Smod to try Ann Hutehinson

fior hevesy. AL Ut Gime, any discord in the
Congresutional churches of New Enpgland was
antributed to Suan's influence, On May 26, 1647,

e first person in Sew England executed for witeheral
wits Mice Young (5), 2 native of Windsor, Connecticul.
Since there are no records of the first trial for
wilcherafl in Connecticut there is no evidence of

(e poae Thomas Hooker might have played in the
trial, however, clergy were usually called on as

EXPE WHNESSES,

On June 20, 1647, twentv-four diys afier Alice's
execution Hooker preached a sermon in e Congregs-
tiongl Church of Windsor, The subject was “the weath
of God is reveabed from heaven agains all ungodliness
and the unrightecnsness of men.” One line in this
sermon likely resonated among his listeners having just
expericneed Alice's tral amd exeeution, “the sinner is
like a living devil.” Thomas Hooker dicd shortly after
delivering this sermon, on Juby 7, 1647,
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James Richards (1631-1680)

James Richards served
M s i megistraie a the
1065 trial of Elizbeth
Seager, which resilied
| im a guilty verdict
| was sel aside by
Connecticu Colony
(rovermor Jodin
Winthrop Ir. Richards
Wats A magisirade al the
L trial in October of 16659
thiat found Katherine
W Harrison puilty of
| witcherafl. After a group
of ministers reviewed
the evidenee agains
Harrison, the coun dicd
aed fmpose e death
prenaliy. Insted, Harrison was fined and forced to leave
thie Comnecticut Cokomy,

Reverend Samuel Stone
(1602-1663)

Reverend Samuel Sone, pastor of te First
Congregational Church of Hanford, plaved a role in
mgeny events of the Hartlond witcherall hysteria, As
restilt of Reverend Stone’s ministerial guidinee, at her
trial in 1648 Mary Johnson of Wethersfield confessed 1o
“familiarity with the Devil,” the essence of witchcrafi.
She was fonnd guilty, and reportedly thanks to Stones
pastoral counseling, wis “judged very Pendten”
her hanging.

In 1662 Reverend Swone led 2 paned of three other
ministers who served as a prosecutorial tibuml g
imvestigabe clerges of wicherafl. Reverend Stone
dleseribed as “aadul and amaang” e claims of Ann
Cole, whe accused multiple people in Hanford of being
witches, Gole experienced viokent phvsical fits and when
allegedly possessed, she spoke gibberish and words in
a Duch accent,

Gregory Wilterton
{alser spelied Wolterton or Wolverlown)
(1593-1674)

Gregory Willerton,
a tmner by trade,
i 12 served on
e commuiitee of
ingquest 1o deter-
neine if Juddith Avres
had Rilled eigh-
vear-obd Elizbeth
Kelly with witch-
craft. The findings
of tha committes:
and the prosecu-
tion et resulied
are described in
thee entry for
Thomas Bull,
Wikierton als sa on the jury tha wied and convicted
Rehecca and Natlanicl Greensmith and Mary Bames and
send them o the galtows in fanmary 1663, He was also a
meenzher of the ficst irial in 1663 of Elizsbeth Seager lor
witcherafl which delivered a verdict of not guily,

Samuel Wyllys (1631-1709)
Samued Wyllvs was @ magseate on (e trials thag
comdcted Elizbeth Garlick of witchorafl in 1658,
Mary Sanford in 1662, and Rebecea and Nahanicl
Greensmith and Mary Barnes in ke 1662 and eardy
1063, Al were executed. He was a magistrate for the
trigl in June:
1665 in
which
4 Elizabeth
Seazer was
convicted of
wilchcrali.
However,
afier a year
in prison,
Seager’s
verdict was
P overturned,
e and she was
s free,
Samuse] Wllys saved many depositions of charges
of witcheradt, which are the source of much of what is
kmovwn today about those cases. The documents passed
v i the Willys family for neardy two bundred vears,
Pt of the collection was acouired by the Connecticut
st Library eardy in the iwenticth century, and the res
are 3l Brown University.




William Leete
(1613-1683)
William Leete, deputy
governor of (e Colomy
of Conpecticm, was 4
member of the coon et
indicted Kaherine
Harrison on witchcraf
charges in 1668, She
wats fomnd puilty, but not
sentenced 1o death,
Insted, she was fined
il banishesd from
Connecticut.

William Pitkin
(1635-1694)
William Pitkin assisted with
the: antopsy on eight-yeaeold
Elizabeth Kelly's corpse in
1662 that led 10 Goodwie
Judith Avres being chirged
wilh witcheradl. The findings
of thas autopsy and e
prosecution that resubied
are described in the entry
fior Thomsas Bull. Pitkin
st sal om Uhe grad jury that in 1662 convicted

Mary Sanford of witcherad, for which she

was execuied.
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Nathaniel Willett (1618-1698)
Nathanicl Willen was the step-grandiather of cight-year

old Elizabeth Kelly

who on ler desthbed

accuseil Goodwifi:

Tudtith Apres of killing

B with witcherali. CREDITS

Willet served on the AUTHOR: Dr, Richard Ross, author of
commiltee of inquest Before Sales: Wikch fluniing in the
that investipated Crmmecticut River Valley, 1647- 1663,
Elizabeth's dieath, EDMTOR: Diana MeCain

The findings of ta PROJECT DIRECTOR:

commines and the Mary M. Donohue,

prosecution thi Grant Hoose Hersage Sepvices, LLC

resiliedd ane de- RESIGN: John Alves

scribed in the entry e
for 25 Bull Lrbess offeriise nofed, alf gravestomne and

Willet was wlso o member of the jory that in ke :@Hmjm::fm@m he Anclont Burping
b2 amcl csarly 1663 Bound Mary Barnes and Relbeoca e '
and Nathaniv] Greensmith guilly of witchorafl, and
semenced them o kang, which was carried oul in
January 1663,




