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The Beauchamp $isters’ marriages are

I e ] 14 Wiyl Family Monumen
evidence of a small, ughtly knit, prosperous . | Fiys Tamiy.L I
sk immigrang commymty
eighreenth-century Hartford, [n an unusyal
departure from custom, these three marned
women were memorialized fiest as sisters, nest

|
as.d; 51 25 wives, sipgesting they

Three generations of the Wllys family held the
post of Secrerary of the Colony, and subsequent-
Iy the Seate, of Connecticut, for 97 vears straght
Thie Wyllys family estare in Hartford was the
site of the ancient, enormous Charter Ok,
In 1662 King Charles Il of England issucd 2
Rayal Charter granting the Connecticut Colony
powers of self-g “BOVEMIMERE thar meade it all bur
independent of England. When in 1687 a
sengative of King Charles’s successor, King Janes
I1, came 1o take the Charter back,
Connecticur leaders hid it in the Charter Crak,
This tomb-like monument was made
1899, in the style of the most elaborate type
of gravemarker produced in Connecticut in
the 160
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Hartfard has been a multcultural comminity
from its carlicst days. As a cener of mterna-
tanal mantime crade, it atteacred immigsants
from France, Scotland, and Ireland.

John Beauchamp was 2 Huguenot - a
Protestant refugee from religious persecution n Bt Syl
France - who became a prosperous merchant b e el
it Hartford. The marriages of his three daugh- lon
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more than two decades

1 Knox lived for

| In Hartford, running “an
Begant and well accom-

tavern. Yot

s Irish roots remained

mportant encugh to

g

Yeur of it A miocdated "

in Deeband o be noted on b
. AT i tex be nored on his
ters to immigrants also involved i the mercan- Bl my Ferend | B b e Krnox: who OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
tile trade helped strengthen his business. iy s by I
simast cerrainly was
Margaret Beauchamp was not yet 20 s !

| : : rotestant, married
when she wed John Michael Chenevard, a o ot s |

Huguenot refuges more than wice her age. She o ¥ 3 vow

survived hum by 48 years, never remarrying,
susannah Beauchamp became the wile

of Scottish-bomn mezchant Allen McLean in

1741, and died the following vear. Maryane

Beauchamp married Captain John Keith, also

native of Scotland,

ermct Morson, dapgh-
er af D, Normand
lotison, an immigrant
rom Scotland.
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Cient Eur;r'in:.: Ground is the oldest historic

Gravestone carvings arc recognized as important works by folk artists who developed
v

the 1

distinctive individual s Tombstones were the major form of sculprure produced in
of the

GTH‘-IELS tone A-rt colonial New England. The Ancient Burying Ground contains fine examples of stones by
many well-known carvers, making it, in effect, an open-air museum.

The size, style, and quality of carving of a gravestone tell much about the status of the person it memorializes, To be able to afford a

aith, was bur- | gravestone was a sign of affluence, The larg

period
ethnic

close emotional tics,

er and more elaborate the stone, the more prosperous and prominent the deceased. Sometimes
jestone s rhﬂllhhl' to be that for limothy stones were erected for children, or for individuals of meager means, by people to whom they h
(see map between #9 and #10).

men, women, and children
interred in the Ancient Burying
s originally considerably larger than it
: ell
t Congreganonal meeting house, were erected on
ind land, whittling it down it to its present s

Stanly, who died in 1¢
"l]‘F'r '11r1tl']‘,r' !
!rp believed l' h

as many as 9
resting place. In 1835 Thrre W
stones were left. Today, appr

erve the "mutnt Bury ng '.

k, faced with
brownstone inscribed with the nam the first sertlers of
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Revolution
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port for the ;"L[]-.u.nt Lun ing Ground continue to t]'u\ i
]n Wh the r".nuuur Burying Ground As
hed an on-going
smund been dramatically
ge and tech-
restore, or entirely
ate. The Founders’
ument, as the obe ad come to
called, had deteriorated drastically. The Society of the
Descendants of the Founders of Hartford replaced it in 1986
with a new o of solid pink grani Stomy (
Connecticut, to commemorate Hartford’s 350th anniversary.

s more than

The ultimate in gravestones was the
what an ordinary tablet stone did. Most tablestones have lictle 1Lmr
Most markers in the Ancient Burying Ground were carved of brownstone quarried in

“tablestone™ - ;

lab of stone resting atop four stone legs — costing up to ten times
tive carving: size, not style, was what counted.
East Middletown {present-day Portland),

Connecticut, 20 miles sauth of Hartford, although there are markers of schist, slate, and marble, Brownstone was favored by gravestone

carvers because it is a “soft”™ stone
choice for gravestones, It is ex

that can be cut with relative ease. Unfortunately, that very
iely vulnerable to the elements and pollution, with the resule that countless

characreristic makes brownstone a poor
rravestones in Hartford and

beyond have literally crumbled. Portland brownstone became popular throughout Victorian America as a building material for everything
from churches to colleges to mansions to rowhouses — including the fashionable New York City “brownstones,”

PLAIN STYLE
The first gravestones in
Connecticut were in the

“plain” style. The carving
consisted of only brief
facts about the deceased,
with no decoration.

The stone for Richard
Edwards {Walking Tour
Mo. 10) is an example

by an unknown carver of
this style, which provided
lirtle room for arristic
CrEanIvity.

“DEATH’S HEAD"
Imagery began to appear
on Connecncur grave-
stones late in the 1600s.
Stones from this era fea-
ture hollow-eyed, grimac-
ing skulls flanked by bat

like wings. These “death’s

heads™ are believed to
reflect Puritanism’s grim
artitude toward human

mortality, emphasizing the

specter of death and the
decay of the flesh.

The marker for
Phenias Willson {Walking
Tour No. 7}, artrib
uted to James Stanclift of
Portland, Connecticue,
i5 one of the earliest
Connecticut gravestones
to depict a skull.
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"WINGED
CHERUB/
ANGELS HEAD"
Beginning around 1730,
death’s heads became

more “human”
ance, more sophisticated
in design and execurion,
The fearsome expression
gradually softened into a

in appear-

saber, even smiling one,
These “winged cherubs”
are believed to symbolize
the soul's flight to heaven,
emphasizing the blissful
life everlasting that await-
ed the righteous.

In these stones the
individual carver’s artistry
becomes evident. Each
man started with the same
symbaolic image, then
rendered it in his own
personal,
distinctive style, as
demonstrated by the
stones for Captain Israel
Seymour, by Aaron
Haskins of Bolron,
Connecticut {Walking
Tour No. 8); for Richard
Bernham, by Gershom
Bartlerr of Balton
(Walking Tour Mo, 9);
and for Ebengzer Watson,
by Thomas Johnson 111
of Middlerown (Walking
Tour No. ).

NEOCLASSICAL
Around 1800, angel’s
heads were displaced by
imagery that included
urns and weeping
willows, or 'i'l_\ obelisks
like the one attrib-
uted to stonecutter Isaac
Sweetland of Hartford
for Jeremiah Wadsworth
[Walking Tour MNo. 3)
These neoclassical forms
reflect the young United
States’ identificanion with

the grandeur and nobiliry

of the ancient
Greek and
Roman
republics,

aswell as a

decline in
the influ-
ence of
religion
in MNew
England.

REPLICAS
Two dozen stones in the
Ancient Burying Ground,
decayed beyond repair, have
been replaced with replicas.
Based on historical pho-
tographs and comparison
with ather stones by the
onginal carvers, a few dedi-
cated craftsmen re-create
these m 'I"tii.'T:- ["”I.E '-'-'null.i

on .hr gl.nhnmn-. carver's
tradition. One of the finest
s that for Ebenezer Warson
{(Walking Tour No. &) by
Allen Williams of Chester
Granite Company in Ons,
Massachusetrs. The black
slate marker memorializing
African Americans interred
in the Ancient Burying
Ground {Walking Tour No.
2}, carved by Nick Benson
of the John Stevens shop

of Newport, Rhode Island,
was modeled after grave-
stones made for and by
MNewport's eighreenth-
century African Amencans,
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#1  Center Church Fourth M[‘thllﬂ Housse, 1hag

The Center Church Meeting House 1s home to the
First Church of Christ in Harrford, founded in 1632
in Newtown {now Cambridge), Massachusetts, The
Reverend Thomas Hooker, the congregation’s first min-
ister, and his followers subsequently seatled in Hartford
b in 1636, The congregation’s first and second
& meeting houses were Jocared near where the Old
e State House stands today, In 1737 the Sociery
was granted permission to erect 4 new meet-
ing house on a corner of the Ancient Burying
Ground, In 1807 thar structure was razed
. and the current one constructed. Ant patron
and ewvic leader Daniel Wadsworth designed
Center Church which, Iike Hartford’s Old
Seate House, was built by archirect/builder
John Leffingwell. The soaring omate white
4 ‘Baroque-style three-stage spirc made it one
of the tallest and most opulent structuns
_ in Connecticut at the ime of its con-
sruction. The interior fearures five
stained-glass windows by Louwis
= Comtort Tiltany,
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#2  Africon-American Memorial
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The Ancient Burving
Ciround aces as a cita-
Ivst lor new disconvenics
el deeper msight o
Harthewad and Connecticnt
bustory. This stong repre
senis 4 recent chapter in
[hﬂT CONCUENE DrOCCSs
of better understand-
ing the past, Evected in 1398 through the efforts of
Hanford schoolehaldren, it commemorates 63 African
Americans known o have been interred in the Ancient
Burying Ground, as well s mare than 250 others
believed to fie here,

Most African Americans in colonial Flartford

vt Banes e

weore slived, as
Amstican inhabitants., with whom. shey sometimes.
intermarried, Most became free following the
American Revolution, African Americans were buried
in the same graveyard as white residents, but in a
separate section. Tombstones were 5o expensive that
only 4 simall proportion of white individuals could
afford them, Gravemarkers were unimaginable luxu-
ries for all bur a very few African Americans, whio
were barred by prejudice and discrimination from all
but the lowest-paying jobs.

Five “black governors” believed o lie in the
Ancient Burying Ground bear witness to the existence
in Hartford of an African-American community with
its own customs and ceremonies. Black governors
weere elected by their fellow African Americans o
preside over the black commumnity. Although they had
no power officially recognized by the white establish-
ment, their autharity was acknowledged and respected
theoughour the African-American population, Boston
Nichals, who was elected the black governor iy 1800,
died in 1810, and was one of the last people interred
in the Ancient Burying Ground.
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#3 Jeremiah Wadeworth {1743-1804)

T the Mﬂnur:\ il
JEREMIAH WADSWORTH. Ew
Sonof the
Revd. DANTEL WADSWORTH
& Me. ABIGATL WADSWORTH
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Ceorge
Washington
made four visits
to Hartford
during his life,

AD 18 and each time
& dedl o the Zoth of Al be was enter-
AL 8oy | tained at the

Main Street
home of Jeremiah Wadsworth.
Washington had worked closely
with Wadsworth to win the
American Revolurion and later 1o
get the fledgling United States gov-
ernment off to a sound start,
Dhring the war Wadsworth assumed
the critical responsibility of supply-
ing provisions to Continental
Army troops and their French
allies, He was a key player in
securing Connecticur’s rarification
of the LS. Constitution.

This brownstone obelisk has
not been broken off, It was origi-

L rally made this way to symbal-
iee Wadsworth's death as the
cutting down of greatness.

‘#"f The H.?'-J'r(‘mi Thomas Hooker ‘I.:S{J-Ir.r:]|

Iv mpsory oF e REV. THOMAS HOOKER
W N ah36 WITH HIS ASSISTANT ME, STONE REMOVED
1o HART It'IR!_b WITH AROUT 106 PERSONS WIERL HE
FEANTEDYE Fisst Cnumcn ix Coxsicnc
Ax Eroguest] ance & Fammer Misisoon o Chris)
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The Reverend Thomas Hooker, considered Hartford's
Founding Fathes, led members of his Puritan congrega-
tion on i L00-mile trek through the wilderness from
Cambridge, Massachusets, to sentke Hartford in 1636.
A sermon he preached in 1638 was the basis for the
Fundamental Ogders, a communal framewark of self
government :la:h*ﬁml by the Connecticur River towns
of Hartbord, Windsor, and Werthersfield, that drew

its authariy TmL the will of the citizenry rather than
the divine right of kings. Sume historians consider the
Funda nw:h[::TlDrdl:rs "
the first writ-
fen constitution
in history, This
talibestone dates
froom the first half
of the 1700,

W Frirarn ond M. SaMuen Sron
IYEGEASED YE G671 YEARS OF 115
At Juey 2o, 1663
Niw ENGEAMDS CLORY & HER KARANT CROWNE,
WS TIE WO KOW TN SOFTEST BED OF DOWKE
T GLORIOUS RESURRECTION: MORNE APPFEARL
[} SAVELY, SWEETELY, SLEEPE 1% JESUS HERE,

I waTy LS SOLID ART, AND REASONING WELL
T ExowsE BEYOND COMPARE, WE DID EXCELL
Lincrms CRIUPT, BY SINKEWOLS BISPUTE,

HE 1y OFPRGRE, AND CLEARLY THEM CONIUTE
Avove are Tatscs He Ciamist His Lonn Presgrn,
Harrremn; THY RICHEST JEWEL S 1RE INTEREED

The Reverend Spmuel Stone fled religious oppression
of Puritans in 'r’..tghm‘l to come to the New World
with Thomas Hooker. Stone negonated the purchase
of Hartfard from the Suckiag Indians, and became
one aof the setthgment’s most influennial founders,
Upon Hnﬂker’sﬁ‘arh in 1647, Stone succeeded him
as pastor of Hitrtford’s First Congregational Chusch.
Tradition says Hartford was named for Stone’s native
Hertford {pronoonced “Hartford™), England,

#  Elcnezer Watson ( 1743-1777) |
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exhitated the Marks o an bonest r‘fl'.lltf‘liﬁ' trom

Great Britain in his
weekly Commecticit
Courant newspaper,
founded in 1764.
For a nme dur-

ing the American
Revolution the
Corcrant’s circula
tion was the largest
of any rewspaper in the nation. When Warson disd

of smallpox in 1777, bis 27-year-old widow, Hannah
Bunce Warson, continued issuing the Corrart, becom-
ing one of the first woman publishers in America,
Today the Comnecticut Courant lives on as the Hartford
Conerant, which proudly proclaims irself * America’s
oldest continuausly published newspapes.”
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| #? Phenias Willson {tfp:zﬂnh_la}

ANO DOM Phenias Willson of
o dbg2 Dublin arrived in Hartford
rﬁfr'{f;g ‘f[lllli &%L’ around 1680, making him
\CED £ YEARS " | the community’s first [rish

immigrant, His is one of the
earliest Connecticut prave-
stones fo depict a skull,
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The literally shock-
ing imanner of
Captain lsrael
Seyiour’s death
i conveyed by
the words on his
gravestone, Captain
Sevimour was in
his i1|;u|;9 when,
according o the
Conneeticut Conrant, lightning “struck the chimney
.. forcing its way through the garret stairs into a
closet.” The bolt traveled along a stud. " dircetly
aver the front door where Captain Seymour was
standing,” then into Seymour, killing lim instantly.
Congreganonal ministers pointed to Captan
Seymour's unexpected, instantaneous death as a
warning to people to repent of their sms and embrace
God immediately, in case they shoald be called o
Final Judgement just as suddenly.
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Hartford went wiid with joy
in May of 1766 at the news of
the British Parliament's repeal
of the despised Sramp Acx,
which taxed paper products
used in the coldnies, rang-

ing from newspapers to legal
documents, Thirty young
men met in thebrick school
house on May 23 to prepare a ficowarks display in
celebration. Guapowder stored in the schoolhouse
was accidentally ignited, causing an gxplosion that
“in an Tnstant reduced the Building to 2 Heap of
Rubbish,” according to the Comnectict Conrant
newspaper. The blast killed Richard Bernham and
five other men. '

8§10 Richacd Edwards [ 1647-1718)
Mary E'.&lw:lnls {!{.‘I‘(‘t‘lll :iia?

SeventeenthLentury

Hartford was no sranger
1 #

to scandal, a5 the story of
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In 1647 Rachard
Fdwards, 208 marned
22-year-old Flizabeth Tutte
of New Hayven, Dusing two
decades of n‘};u:‘i,agc
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Elizabeth gave birth to six children. Richard msisted he
wis not e father of the firstbore, which had been ¢on-
cejved before their wecding,

In 168% Richard, now a prosperous and pow-
erful attorney, petitioned the Connecticut General
Court for a divorce from Elizabeth, on the grounds
of insanity and aduleery. There is evidence that
Richard, too, had committed adultery,

The Court denied Richard's request, but he pen-
tioned again in 1691, claiming Elizabeth had threat-
ered o Cur my throar when | was Asleep.” Richard
had good reason to take his wife seriously, for her
famly had a kistory of hemicidal insanity, ncluding
a brother who murdered their sister in 2 deranged fit
of anger. Ths time the Court granted the divorce,

Within months Richard, 44, wed 27-vear-old Mary
Taleott, with whom records siggest he had commirted
adultery, The couple were apparently able to live down
the scandal that preceded their marnage, for both were
admutred to full communion i the First Congregational
Uhurch, and Rachard later was appomted Queen’s

Artorney for Connecticut. Mary bore Richard another
half dozen childeen before his death in 1718,

No one knows where Elizabeth Tuttle Edwards
is buried. The only son Ehzabeth bore Richard,
named Timothy, became the father of the Reverend
Jonathan Edwards, one of the greatest religious fig-
ures in American history.
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In the 16005 and
1700s, most parents
buried ar least one,
if not more, of their
children. Evidence of
this grim reality can be
found on gravestones
throughout the Ancient
Burying Ground
memarializing sons
and davghters who died from disease or accidents.
Mary Whiting was 17 when she wed John
Skinner. During their 24-vear marriage, she bore 12
children, only 10 watch helplessly as 10 of them quickly
died of unrecarded causes that might have included
premacurity, complications of delivery, or congenieal
defects. Every delivery would have endangered Mary's
life as well, and she may have died during or shorty
after the birth of her last child,
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D Thomas Langref! of Hartford,
| drotnted [une 15, 1757, age 29,




