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Adopt a Stone – Help ABGA Set the Leaners Straight

Board members of  the Ancient Burying Ground
Association have identified 59 head and foot
stones that need resetting. We affectionately refer

to them as “leaners.”
Gravestones lean primarily because of  the natural set-

tling and shifting of  the ground beneath them over time,
caused mainly by frost heaves during the winter. Leaning
stones are susceptible to damage from landscaping equip-
ment, as there is less room to mow around the base of  the
stone, and loose stones can fall and break, or cause injury.

We are engaging professional conservator Jonathan
Appell to reset the inventoried 59 gravestones this year.
The process requires removing each stone, cleaning out
its hole, and then carefully resetting it with packed layers
of  pea stone and sand, which provide much needed sta-
bility and drainage. A carpenter’s level is employed to
ensure the gravestone is vertically plumbed.

This is very labor-intensive work and expensive, with
each stone costing $300-350. You can help with this
project by adopting a grave marker! Choose one
from the list and send a contribution toward its
straightening.

Margret Aggnis, 1781

Mary Austin, 1753

John Babcock, 1796

Timothy Barnard, 1721

Capt. Joesph Barrett, ----?

Willemyntje Bassett, 1777

Deacon Daniel Bull, 1776

Katherine Bull, 1800

1805 Ruth Bull, 1805

1766 Richard Bernham, 1766

Thomas Burr, 1777

Jerusha Butler, 1777

James Caldwell, 1795

Deborah Cadwell, 1779

Robert Chapman, 1711

Deborah Colman, 1757

Capt. Thomas Collyer, 1763

Jeremiah Cook, 1799

Mabel Cook, 1800

Moses Cook, 1738

Miriah Coomes, 1794

James Currie, 1763

Thomas Ensign, 175-

Mary Farnsworth, 1741

Capt. Daniel Goodwin, 1772

James Grimes, 1794

Rachel Knouels, 1739

Caroline Mills, 1802

Cyprian Nichols, 1756

Samuel Nevins, 1765

Robert Nivins, 1764

Fanny Patten, 1809

Robert Sanford, 1728

Capt. Thomas Seymour,
1740

Mary Seymour, 1758

Jonathon Seymour, 1776

Lovice Seymour, 1798

Capt. Daniel Sheldon, 1772

Issac Sheldon, 1786

Isaac Sheldon, 1786

John Skinner, 1743

Timothy Stanly, 1648

Sarah Stanly, 1689

Joseph Stanly, 1673

Anna Stanly, 1752

Dorothy Steel, 1773

Ashbel Steel, 1790

Capt. John Talcott, 1771

Mary Thomas, 1764

Rachel Thomas, 1760

Delight Wattles, 1780

Abigail Whiting, 1722

This list of the leaners is alphabetical by last
name and includes the year of death. Some of
these names have both head and footstones. And
many gravestones cover more than one burial -
that of a wife, a child, or a sibling.
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Contact Us
For more information or 
to make a contribution, 

please contact us.
Telephone: (860) 337-1640
Email: abgact@gmail.com  

PO Box 347
Hartford, CT 06141

Visit our websites or Facebook
page for current tour and 
program listings, history, 

and more! 
http://www.theancientburying-

ground.org and
http://www.africannative-

burialsct.org.
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We are delighted that
Stephen Morris has
joined the executive

committee of  the Ancient Burying
Ground Association. He is Executive
Director at Literacy Volunteers of
Greater Hartford, where his exten-
sive experience leading a non-profit
organization has been invaluable to
the ABGA team. Steve joined the
board in 2020, and soon began
working with President Ty Tryon on
gravestone conservation. He also
volunteers as a tour guide in the
ABG, where he shares his passion
for the history of  the gravestones
and early Hartford.  

Stephen Morris Elected 
Vice President of  the ABGA

The Ancient Burying
Ground Association
(ABGA) received a highly

competitive Capacity Grant from
Connecticut Humanities to update
our strategic plan.

Kathy Craughwell-Varda was
selected as the strategic plan consul-
tant for her expertise with smaller-
sized organizations and historical
societies in Connecticut and the
region. She has more than 30 years
of  experience in the museum field.

For the past several months,
members of  the Board participated
in meetings led by Ms. Craughwell-
Varda to examine current practices,
policies, and programs. The Board
discussed projects that support the
ABGA’s mission and collectively gen-
erated ideas for the future trajectory
of  the organization.

In its recent history, the Ancient
Burying Ground Association has

successfully reached organizational
goals and priorities to care for the
gravestones, support research, pre-
sent more programs, build our online
presence, and increase participation.

The strategic planning process
provided a fresh look at the ABGA’s
mission and projects and set the
stage for the creation of  a three-year
plan, with goals and actions to
ensure sustainability and growth.

The ABGA recently approved the
Strategic Plan and the updated mis-
sion, which is:

The Ancient Burying Ground
Association seeks to preserve and promote
Hartford’s historic burial ground. We
respectfully celebrate the relationships and
diversity of  the people interred here. We
serve a 21st century audience through edu-
cation, historic preservation and community
engagement.

ABGA Board Adopts New 
Strategic Plan and Mission
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Captain Thomas Bull (1605 – 1684) Headstone

Appearances can be deceiving.
This headstone for Captain
Thomas Bull looks very old,

particularly with the quarry tooling
marks at the base of  the stone. The
year of  death is 1684. So, is this a
340-year-old grave marker?

Four clues give away that this
ancient looking stone may not be 340
years old.

First, the style of  lettering is not
appropriate for the late 17th century
nor early 18th century. The lettering
style on this marker reflects a carving
style that aligns more closely with
one from the 19th century.

Second, the shape of  the marker is
not consistent with other markers for
the 17th century, with the shoulders
cut flat rather than rounded.

Third, a 17th century marker
would include stylistic carving hall-
marks that provide attribution to
known area carvers. This marker is
devoid of  attribution carver hall-
marks. 

Fourth, the epitaph is not appro-
priate for the 17th century. Epitaphs
of  that time were typically very sim-
ple, just the facts: “Here lies. . . name,

age and year of  death.” This epitaph
extols the virtue of  the events as
described which is not consistent for
a 17th century epitaph.  Please keep
in mind it is important to acknowl-
edge that the language used to com-
pose this epitaph is reflective of  the
times in which it was written.

Here lieth the Body of  
Capt. THOMAS BULL 

who died Oct. 1684
He was one of  the first settlers of

Hartford, a lieutenant in the great & 
decisive battle with the Pequots, at Mistic,

May 26th, 1637 & 
commander of  the Fort at Saybrook in July

1675, when its surrender was 
demanded by Major Andross.

What are your thoughts on this
mysterious grave marker for Captain
Thomas Bull? Contact us at:
abgact@gmail.com

For a list of  upcoming tours and workshops,
please visit us on Facebook or our website. ABGA Vice President Steve Morris leads a tour of  the Burying

Ground



The British Parliament’s passage in 1765 of  the
Stamp Act, which taxed paper products, ranging
from newspapers to legal documents, used in

the colonies, enraged colonists. Because they weren’t rep-
resented in Parliament, they considered the tax a violation
of  their rights. 

Vigorous, sometimes violent protests and boycotts of
British imports convinced Parliament to repeal the Stamp
Act in 1766. The colonists went wild with joy, and 30
young men met in Hartford’s new brick school house to
prepare a fireworks display. Gunpowder stored in the
building was accidentally ignited, resulting in an explosion
that destroyed the schoolhouse and took the lives of  six
men, including young Richard Bernham, whose grave-
stone is pictured here.

The notice of  the incident published in the Hartford
Courant at the time is at the right.

For more information, please see “A Deadly
Celebration: The Hartford Schoolhouse Explosion” by
Shawn R. Dagle, in the Summer 2025 issue of  Connecticut
Explored.
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Ye Bloing up of  ye School house



America 250: The Society of  the Cincinnati
This extant footstone for Captain Ebenezer Barnard was in a state of  advanced decay and beyond repair. The replica will preserve the
memory of  this Revolutionary War Veteran.

Did you know? America 250 is here! In 2026,
America will commemorate the semiquincen-
tennial of  the signing of  the Declaration of

Independence.
In 1775 men from the region rushed to support the

Lexington Alarm, which signaled the beginning of  the
Revolutionary War. In Hart- ford’s Ancient Burying
Ground, there are eighteen gravestones commemorating
men who served. Recent research found there are several
African American soldiers who were most likely buried
here as well. 

The Society of  the Cincinnati in the State of
Connecticut recently awarded the Ancient Burying Ground
Asso ciation $1,500 towards a signage project on
Revolutionary War veterans.

The project will replace the existing short-term signs
that do not stand up well to the elements and the weather
in this outdoor historic site. We will research and identify
appropriate materials for small QR code signs adjacent to
the grave markers of  the men who served in the Revolu -
tionary War. The beginning phase of  the project will
focus on veterans who are identified as being members of
the Society of  the Cincinnati. This includes Colonel
Jeremiah Wad s- worth, Captain Pownal Deming, Captain
John Barnard, Captain John Bigelow, and Captain Caleb
Bull. 

In recent years, the ABGA’s gravestone conservation
work included restoration or replication of  markers for
Revolutionary veterans. One project replicated a severely
deteriorated footstone for Captain Ebenezer Barnard, the
only marker remaining for this Revolutionary War
Veteran.

His lost headstone read: 
In memory of  

Capt. Ebenezer Barnard 
who died Aug. 19th, AD 1799 

aged 73 years.  His consort
Mrs. Thankful Barnard died 

Aug. 25th AD 1780 aged 57 years.
The Society of  the Cincinnati supported this project,

and also funded an important brochure that profiled
Revolutionary Veterans interred in the Ancient Burying
Ground. 

The ABGA is grateful for the continuing support of
the Society of  the Cincinnati, which is the oldest patriotic
organization in the United States, founded in 1783 by
officers of  the Continental Army and their French coun-
terparts. These funds will support the initial stage of  new
signage, a first step to expanded educational interpreta-
tion to include stories of  women, Native Americans,
African Americans, and others interred in Hartford's
Ancient Burying Ground.

5

These visitors made a special trip to the ABG to connect with their
ancestors. They are among the many who come from around the country.
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Birdies for Charity
The Ancient Burying Ground is proud to be a part-

ner of  the Travelers Championship Birdies for Charity
program for 2025! Birdies for Charity is a giving plat-
form that utilizes the excitement around the Travelers
Championship to help nonprofits across the region raise
awareness and funds to support their missions. For
every dollar that is donated to the ABGA, we receive a
15% bonus thanks to Webster Bank! Please consider
making a donation through the Birdies for Charity plat-
form today. The deadline for this important opportunity
is June 22, 2025! Please donate by clicking on the Birdies
link on the ABGA homepage: http://www.theancient-
buryingground.org.

DONATE  TODAY!


